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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to prosecution on the merits of the present patent application, please 
amend the above-identified application as follows: 



IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

On page 1, between the Title of the Invention and the First Full Paragraph, 
please insert the following paragraph: 

This Application is a Divisional Application of U.S. Patent Application Number 
09/412,204, filed on October 5, 1999, now pending. 



IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please cancel Claims 1-11 without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject matter 
recited therein. 



REMARKS 

Claims 12-20 are pending in this application. By this Preliminary Amendment, 
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Applicants amend the specification and cancel Claims 1-11. 

Claims 1-11 have been canceled since these claims were elected for prosecution 
in the parent application 09/412,204. 

Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 12-20 are in condition for allowance. 
Prompt examination and a timely Notice of Allowability is respectfully requested. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any shortage in fees due in 
connection with the filing of this paper, including extension of time fees, to Deposit 
Account No. 50-1353. 



KEATING & BENNETT, LLP 

10400 Eaton Place, Suite 312 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030 
Telephone: (703) 385-5200 
Facsimile: (703) 385-5080 



Respectfully submitted 



Date: November 9, 2001 




Joseph R. Keating 
Registration No. 37,368 



Christopher A. Bennett 
Registration No. 46,710 



